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The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announcements. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These announcements are available at www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
April 30 – May 1
Art for God's Sake 


“Art for God’s Sake,” a three-day exhibition dedicated to in-spiring the community and sup-porting artists, will be hosted by St. Anastasia Church in Troy, May 13–15, and will include juried and non-juried art shows, a student art show, an opening night formal gala and wine tasting, interactive art demos, and live musical and theatrical performances. A percentage of proceeds will benefit St. Aloysius’ Canticle Café, a warming center for the homeless in Detroit.


Father J.J. Mech, Pastor at St. Anastasia Church (Troy), founded “Art for God’s Sake” with the goal of bringing people together, and with art, presenting an oppor-tunity to pray and to get to know the Lord. His hope is to bring this event to the community and to provide an opportunity to become more aware of the many ways that God can reach out to us through art. Teresa Tomeo, host of “Catholic Connection” on Ave Maria Radio, will emcee the opening night (May 13) and will be joined by Archbishop Allen Vigneron, the Honorary Chair–person of “Art for God’s Sake.” The exhibition continues through the weekend with the art shows, more live music, short theatrical performances, live art, interactive art opportunities, and much more.

To learn more about “Art for God’s Sake,” visit our website: www.artfgs.com.

Word of Life


How much the world is in need of the mercy of God today! In every continent, from the depths of human suffering, a cry for mercy seems to rise. …In those places where there is less respect for life and human dignity, one needs the merciful love of God, in whose light we see the ineffable value of every single human being. Mercy is needed to ensure that every injustice may find its solution in the splendor of truth. So today, in this Sanctuary, I solemnly wish to entrust the world to Divine Mercy. I do so with the burning desire that the message of God’s merciful love, proclaimed here through Saint Faustina, may reach all the inhabitants of the earth and fill their hearts with hope. …May the binding promise of the Lord Jesus be fulfilled: from here has to come out “the spark that will prepare the world for his final coming.” 
~ Blessed Pope John Paul II, Homily in Lagiewniki, Poland, August 17, 2002

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


“Whose sins you forgive, are forgiven” means the grudges we carry only make us miserable. The Kingdom of God begins in your home where children learn the paths to peace promised in today’s gospel through merciful and forgiving demonstrated by their parents. 
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“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Is God calling you to live the gift and mystery of being sent as a priest? Do not be afraid! Act on it! (John 20: 19-31). Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

May 7–8
Theology of the Body Conference: God, Sex and Sensibility

Why The Fig Leaf will present the teaching of John Paul II called Theology of the Body. This teaching explains in a fresh and relevant way the meaning and purpose of our human sexuality, relationships, and how to find true happiness. The day will include keynote talks, break out sessions, and personal testi-monies to show the many practical and life-changing effects of this teaching for everyone, whether married or single. 

Featured keynote speakers include Dr. Janet Smith and Dr. Mary Healy of Sacred Heart Major Seminary and Bill Donaghy of Christopher West's Theology of the Body Institute. There will be breakout topics on Raising Chaste Teens, Eucharist and One Flesh Union, Sex and the Single Adult, and Understanding Homosex-uality. A pre-conference Mass and confession will be available. Don't miss the May 9th registration deadline! Register online at www.aodonline.org/theologyofthebody. 
-- MORE --

Word of Life


“Against a cultural background characterized by the eclipse of the sense of life, in which the common perception of the moral gravity of abortion and of other kinds of attacks on human life, special fortitude is demanded of doctors so that they may continue to assert that abortion resolves nothing but kills the child, destroys the woman and blinds the conscience of the child’s father, all too often ruining family life. This duty, however, does not only concern the medical pro-fession and health–care workers. The whole of society must defend the right to life of the child conceived and the true good of the woman who will never, in any circumstance, be able to find fulfillment in the decision of abortion.”
~ Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in the General Assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, February 28, 2011

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


In today’s Gospel, the disciples were returning home so down-cast that they did not recognize Jesus walking with them. In our homes we can be so overwhelmed with responsibilities that we don’t see God with us. Today’s Gospel tells us to stop and open our eyes to the blessings we are to one another.
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Do you recognize Jesus in your midst? Is your heart burning within you? (Luke 24: 13–35). Think about the possibility of walking the path with Jesus as a priest. Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit our website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

May 14–15
Concert for a Million


A musical celebration to benefit the archdiocesan Mass for Shut–Ins ministry, the Concert for a Million will feature singers and musicians performing sacred, spiritual, gospel, and ethnic music under the direction of Louis Canter, director of Music for the Archdiocese of Detroit. The Cathedral Children’s Choir, under the direction of Nancy Deacon, will also perform. The concert will be at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 22 at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 9844 Woodward, Detroit. Individual tickets are $20; a $100 sponsorship includes two tickets. Contact Joanne Gleason, gleason.joanne@aod.org or 313–237–5932. 

Mass for Shut–Ins, an in-valuable archdiocesan ministry that reaches those who want to participate in Sunday Mass but are unable to physically attend, is in need of funding to ensure its continuity and to make necessary improvements to the set. While thousands of Catholics in south-east Michigan get into their cars and drive to Sunday Mass, a less visible group – those in nursing homes, hospitals, prisons, those at home recovering from surgery, the disabled, people in remote areas, and many others –participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass through television. Syndicated to several other states, Canada, and Mexico, the Detroit-produced Mass for Shut-Ins reaches an estimated one million people every week.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us he is the way and warns that anyone who offers “another way” to happiness is “a thief and a bandit.” Strong words! Don’t listen to the sales pitch of society for happiness. Look to yourself, where God is present and “calls you by name and leads you to abundant life.”

The Michigan Catholic


The Michigan Catholic is the official newspaper of the Arch–diocese of Detroit. A subscription costs $24. You will receive 26 editions of the paper (bi–weekly) plus 12 special supplements. The Michigan Catholic brings you lo-cal, regional, national and inter-national news from the Catholic perspective. The supplements co-ver topics of great interest: parish festivals, Catholic education, vo-cations, senior living, and more. To subscribe call 313–224–8002 or send your payment to The Michigan Catholic, 305 Michigan Ave., Detroit, MI 48226
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On this Good Shepherd Sunday we celebrate the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and cones-crated life. For the Archdiocese of Detroit, pray that God will raise up good shepherds in our midst (John 10: 1–10). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit our website at www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Word of Life


“It will likewise be necessary, as your work has shown, to provide (for) women who having unfor-tunately already had an abortion are now experiencing the full moral and existential tragedy of it. Many dioceses and volunteer organizations offer psychological and spiritual support for full human recovery. The solidarity of the Christian community cannot dispense with this type of co- responsibility. 

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in the General Assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, February 28, 2011

May 21–22
Solanus Casey Center

Offers Guided Pilgrimages

The Solanus Casey Center is a wonderful place for a family pilgrimage. Located at 1780 Mt. Elliott Street (at Kercheval) in Detroit, the Center is designed to nurture the spirit and lead visitors to a deeper understanding of Christian holiness.


As a new feature of the Center, on the first Sunday of each month, there is a guided pil-grimage through the Center by its director, Fr. Larry Webber, OFM Cap. The guided pilgrimage begins at 10:30 a.m. For more information, call 313–579–2100 or visit www.SolanusCenter.org. 


There is a public Mass at the Center at 9 a.m., followed by coffee and donuts. Confessions are offered daily, Monday through Saturday, throughout the year, on the hour, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (with the exception of 1 p.m.). Secured parking is available.
Word of Life

“[The value of scientific and medical research] and the need for solidarity are very clearly highlighted in the case of the use of umbilical cord stem cells. These are important clinical appli-cations and promising research at the scientific level, but their implementation relies heavily on generosity in donating umbilical cord blood at the moment of birth, and on updating structures to enable women giving birth to donate this blood if they so wish.”
~ Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in the General Assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, February 28, 2011
-- more --
Faithful Citizenship: Join the Church in Legislative Advocacy

     Do you write or call your elected officials when important legis-lation is being considered? Is your voice heard in Lansing? Do you stand up for religious freedom and for the unborn, poor and vulnerable in the public square?

 Join the Michigan Catholic Legislative Advocacy Network, an online email program that fa-cilitates direct communication between you and your elected officials. Run by the Michigan Catholic Conference, the Catholic Church’s public policy voice in Michigan, the Legislative Advo-cacy Network lets you join Cath-olics across our state who are advocating for the core principals that guide our faith. The network keeps you updated with impor-tant legislative issues and helps to strengthen our Catholic ad-vocacy voice. Practice faithful citizenship today by visiting www.micatholicconference.org. 
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Jesus tells us in the Gospel, “I am in the Father and the Father is in me!” The point is that God is in each one of us, in our relationships and in our homes. The vocation of the Christian family is to live the divine gift which is already in and around us.
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     “Who has faith in Me will do the works I do, and far greater than these” (John 14: 1–12). Are you being called to do the work of the Lord as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

May 28–29
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

In today’s Gospel, Jesus pre-pared his disciples for his departure. Family life is a series of departures. As we mature and grow older we constantly transi-tion from the familiar to the new unknown. Today Jesus assures us we are not alone in these transitions: “I will not leave you orphans. I will come to you.”
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The Spirit of truth is within you. You are not alone (John 14: 15–21). Reflect on how God is calling you at this time in your life. If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313–237–5875 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Word of Life

“Today, chastity is often mis-takenly associated with being old fashioned, with a fear of passion or with sexual inhibition. But in reality it is much more than simply the absence of sexual relations. Chastity calls for purity of mind as well as body.


“If we are not working to develop a pure heart or a pure mind, then our bodily actions will reflect this. If we have no control over our desires or passions, then we cannot be trusted in either the big or the small things. We will remain slaves of our own passions and weak in spirit. If we cannot say ‘no,’ then our ‘yes’ will mean nothing.”
~ Episcopal Commission for Doctrine, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

Pastoral Letter to Young People on Chastity (January 2011) 
Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse

     To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan website at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







