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November 5-6
Together in Faith process –

On Time, On Track

     Involving every parish in southeast Michigan, the year-long Together in Faith planning pro-cess is nearing completion. Arch-bishop Allen Vigneron and lay leaders on Oct. 23 provided a progress report and outlined the steps ahead. To learn more about Together in Faith and for video highlights from the public update announcement, visit the Web at www.aodonline.org/TIF.
Adopt A Family

     It’s not too early to think about helping out a family at Christ-mas.  Each year, the Department of Parish Life and Services sponsors an Adopt a Family program that enables individuals and parishes to assist families struggling to make ends meet.

     Parishes and Catholic social service agencies submit stories about local families who are in need.  These families reside in every county of the archdiocese and represent every age and ethnic origin.  They are screened by the sponsoring parishes and agencies and are identified by number to remain confidential.

     The Adopt a Family list will run in the November 4th and November 18th issues of The Michigan Catholic.  All the funds collected will be distributed through the sponsor, not directly by the Archdiocese of Detroit.  Donors may request their gift be given to a specific family or evenly split between all families.  For more details, call 313-237-4696.

     Persons wishing to participate in the Adopt a Family program should make checks payable to the Department of Parish Life and Services and send them to:  Archdiocese of Detroit, Depart-ment of Parish Life & Services, 305 Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor, Detroit, MI  48226.      

     Include your name and add-ress if you would like an acknow-ledgement for tax purposes.  One may also donate by credit card (Visa, MC, Discover, American Express) on our website at www.AODonline.org/AdoptAFamily 

Mass to Mark 141st Birthday

of Fr. Solanus Casey


A Mass in honor of the 141st birthday of Fr. Solanus Casey will be celebrated at 12 noon on Sunday, November 27, at St. Bonaventure Chapel, 1780 Mt. Elliot, Detroit. A reception will follow. For more information, go to www.solanuscasey.org or call 313-579-2100 x140/169.
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     “Beloved, we are God’s child-ren now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed” (1 John 3:1-2).  Each one of us is called to be holy.  Is God revealing to you to live out that holiness as a priest?    Con-tact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

     Anyone can be “saint” in front of strangers but the daily acts of patience, acceptance, forgiveness, listening, and dying to oneself within the family are religious acts.  Family life is the turf of sanctity.  

Word of Life

     “To trust in God’s timing for our passing into eternity requires courage, humility, and sometimes great spiritual strength. This final stage of life, when we focus our attention on the things that really count, can be a time of deep reflection, of forgiveness and reconciliation within the family, and of finding peace in one’s relationship with God.”
~ “Life Matters: To the End of Our Days,” U.S. Bishops’ Respect Life Program 2011-2012

November 12-13

Word of Life

     “Analyzing the risk of mental health problems for women after an abortion, a new meta-analysis of 22 studies—with a total of over 800,000 participants—found that women who aborted a child have an 81% increased risk of subse-quent mental health problems compared to women who have not had an abortion. When compared to women with an “unplanned” pregnancy who gave birth, women who had an abortion have a 138% higher risk of mental health problems.”
     ~ P.K. Coleman, “Abortion and Mental Health: Quantitative Synthesis and Analysis of Research Published 1995-2009,” The British Journal of Psychiatry (2011) 
-- MORE --

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

     As the man in today’s Gospel entrusted his servants with his money, so God has ‘entrusted’ our family to us. Like the good ser-vants we are expected not to play it safe, but to selflessly and totally invest ourselves in each other. 

Fr. Solanus Guild

Hosts Private Novena


The Fr. Solanus Casey Guild is hosting a 9-day Private Novena from Wednesday, November 30, through Thursday, December 8.  In 1896, Fr. Solanus said such a novena to discern which religious order to enter.


Parishioners are invited to pray in the privacy of their homes or to organize a group. Suggested are Prayers to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Prayer for the Beatification of the Venerable Solanus Casey. Parishioners may also want to pray for discernment of their own life’s path. Novena prayers can be found online at www.solanuscasey.org. 


On December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 12:15 p.m. Mass will be celebrated at St. Bonaventure Chapel, 1780 Elliott, Detroit. For more details, call 313-579-2100 x140/160.
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     “Well done, good and faithful servant…”  How are you called to use your God-given talents? Is Christ inviting you to use them in faithful service as a priest? (Matthew 25: 14-30). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, call Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com.
November 19-20

Pastoral Care to the Sick Training/Enrichment Day

     Training for those interested in visiting the sick to provide hos-pitality and pastoral care will take place in each region of the Arch-diocese beginning in January 2012.
     All people interested in this important ministry in the South Region of the Archdiocese are invited to attend a one-day train-ing/enrichment session on Thurs-day, January 19, at St. Martha Church, 18200 Oakwood Blvd. in Dearborn. The day begins with 9 a.m. Mass and lasts until 3 p.m. Presentations will be provided by Dan McAfee and Fr. Richard Leliaert on the theology of the Eucharist and Pastoral Care to the Sick. Bev Beltramo, who sup-ervises chaplains at Oakwood, will address the role of hospital chaplains and we will walk through expectations of volunteers who visit the sick.  Also, we will hear personal experiences from a parishioner who serves as a Minister of Holy Communion. 

     A recognition certificate, good for a two-year period, will be awarded to training participants by the Office of Christian Wor-ship.  A registration flyer will be on our website and sent through inter-parish mailing by the end of November.  Register and plan to attend this worthwhile training event.  For more information call 313-237-5905.  

     Additional training/enrichment days will be offered in the Northwest and Northeast Regions in the 2012 calendar year. 
Adopt A Family

for Christmas

     As Christmas draws near, many local families are struggling to meet direct financial needs such as food, prescription costs, rent, and utilities.  Why not adopt one of these families for Christmas? Visit our website at www.AODonline.org/AdoptAFamily to read about some of the families who are in need.  They represent every age and ethnic origin, and reside in every county of the archdiocese.

     You can help them by participating in the Adopt a Family program sponsored by the Department of Parish Life and Services.  Each family has been screened by sponsoring parishes and agencies and is identified by a number to remain confidential.

     Donors may request their gift be given to a specific family or evenly split between all families.  For details, call 313-237-4696.
     Persons wishing to donate to the Adopt a Family program should make checks payable to the Department of Parish Life & Services.  Send your donation to the Department of Parish Life & Services, 305 Michigan Ave., 10th Floor, Detroit, MI  48226.  Be sure to include your name and address if you would like to receive an acknowledgement for tax pur-poses.  One may also donate by credit card (Visa, MC, Discover, American Express) online at www.AODonline.org/AdoptAFamily.
     All funds collected will be distributed through the sponsor, not directly by the Archdiocese of Detroit.
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     “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me to drink” (Matthew 25: 31-46). Tending the needs of others is a gift of service to God as well as those in need.  Is Christ calling you to serve Him in others as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations, at 313-237-5875 or visit www.detroitpriest.com.

-- MORE --

Retreat Will Focus on Franciscan

Understanding of Christmas


The Capuchin Retreat Center in Washington, MI is offering a series of Franciscan retreats. On Saturday, December 3, Fr. Bill Cieslak, OFM Cap., will speak on “The Franciscan Understanding of Christmas.”


St. Francis of Assisi is credited with creating the Christmas manger scene. Fr. Cieslak will use the story of that first nativity scene to highlight the importance of Christmas in one’s life and to reflect on the challenges it presents.


The cost is $35 per session. Each session begins at 1 p.m. and concludes with a weekend Eucharist for those who wish to attend at 5:15 p.m. For more details, visit www.capretreat.org.

Word of Life

     “These witnesses (young people with severe disabilities) speak to us, first and foremost, of the dignity of all human life, created in the image of God. No suffering can efface this divine image imprinted in the depths of our humanity. But there is more: because the Son of God wanted freely to embrace suffering and death, we are also capable of seeing God’s image in the face of those who suffer. Dear friends, our society, which all too often questions the inestimable value of life, of every life, needs you: in a decisive way you help to build the civilization of love.”
     ~ Pope Benedict XVI - visit to San José Foundation for disabled youth. Madrid, August 20, 2011
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar
     Families feed the hungry, give drinks to thirsty toddlers and welcome strangers and even estranged relatives into our homes. We clothe children and visit family members who are sick and imprisoned.  The routine actions of family life are religious and priestly for we make Christ present in what we do. Family life is Beatitude life.
November 26-27

Word of Life

     “Every child conceived by in- vitro fertilization is truly deserving of respect and love: Each is a human person, regardless of the manner of conception. The problem is that the way they are brought into the world does not live up to their dignity.”
     ~ “Life Matters: Reproductive Technologies,” U.S. Bishops’ Respect Life Program 2011-2012
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      Advent is a time of watching and waiting.  Are you open to the surprising ways God comes to you?  Be attentive to God’s call in the ordinary  (Mark 13:33-37).  If you think God is calling you to be a priest visit our website at www.detroitpriest.com or contact Fr. Tim Birney, Archdiocesan Director of Priestly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org, or by calling 313-237-5875.

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

     Today’s Gospel tells us to “Be watchful.”  This comes natural to families. Parents are watchful of their children’s health, grades and friends. Children are watch-ful of parental moods.  Today’s Gospel encourages us to use this ability to see God acting in the innocence, tenderness, love and forgiveness of your family. “Be watchful,” the Lord is already with you.

Making a Report of Sexual Abuse

     To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan web site at www.AODonline.org/Protec&Heal  for contact information for civil authorities. 
###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact the Public Relations Office of the archdiocese by e-mailing proffice@aod.org or by calling 313-237-5943.
